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 Court Rules Against Father In 7-year Child Custody Fight

  By James Podesta

    Don Chavez, New Mexico_s best-known fathers_ rights   activist, has lost the latest round in the 7-year custody   battle for his two daughters.
    The New Mexico Court of Appeals on Monday overturned the   1987 Bernalillo County Family Court decision that permitted   Chavez joint custody along with his former wife, Marilyn   Newhouse.
    Chavez_s daughters, Leticia, 13, and Michelle, 11, have   been living with him in Los Lunas during the school year and   with their mother in White Rock, outside of Los Alamos, in   the summer and alternating weekends.    _I feel like the children are getting jerked around,_   Chavez said. _This is subjecting them to an excessive   amount of objectionable and frivolous court roceedings._
    The case now goes back to the Family Court. Chavez said   the girls are still living with him as they wait for another   decision.
    Chavez and Newhouse were divorced in 1980 and she was   awarded sole custody of their two daughters. The next year   Chavez filed his first motion seeking joint custody.    In 1986, Chavez moved to Los Lunas, buying a house seven   doors away from his former wife and daughters. The two   parents agreed on a settlement whereby the girls would spend   nine days every two weeks during the school year with   Newhouse and five days with Chavez.
    But Newhouse moved to the Los Alamos area in January 1987   and asked to have the agreement modified so the children could accompany her. The Family Court refused and the girls 

  stayed with Chavez in Los Lunas during the school year.    This last decision was overturned Monday.
    _The Court of Appeals found that there was no bad faith   on the part of Mrs. Newhouse, and as custodial parent she   had the right to move with the children to Los Alamos,_ said   Donald Schutte, Newhouse_s attorney.
    So the case will go back to Family Court to determine a   new arrangement for the children.
    _I’m not playing Mr. Nice Guy any more,_ Chavez said.   _We_re going to do whatever is 
legally necessary to bring   this case to a swift close, and justice to the children_s   situation._

    Chavez stressed that he_s moved twice to be near his   daughters: from North Dakota back to Albuquerque in 1981 and   from Albuquerque to Los Lunas in 1986.

  As appeared in The Albuquerque Tribune on December 8, 1988.







